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sible in any British Colony for a hundred years.
What, however, is deeply significant is that in the
year of grace 1923 it should be thought necessary
to enact this declaratory clause, for it proves that
notwithstanding the Imperial Statute of 1833, titare
are still people in Hong Kong who believe that the
payment of money gives them a right to property in
these children. It was so when Lord Kimberley
wrote his despatch fifty years ago ; it is to-day;
and something more effective than a declaratory
clause is needed to stop the scandal.
Just as these pages were being passed for the
press, news reaches this country that the present
Governor of Hong Kong has issued an official
statement declaring that as slavery is prohibited
in all British Colonies, Protectorates and Dominions,
the Mui Tsai should understand that they are not
the personal property of their masters or mistresses,
and that they are free to leave at any time, but that
before doing so they should first go to the police
station, or to the Secretary for Chinese affairs.
It is greatly to be hoped that this official announce-
ment may have some effect: though how many of
these ignorant children who have been sold into
bondage can be expected either to read or to act upon
an official announcement of this sort ? It is manifest
that more effective measures than these are needed.
Part IL of the Ordinance of 1923 contained, in
section 4, a far more effective provision. It enacted
that " no person shall hereafter take into his employ-